ORE MINING 1784

GERMAN ExSocpsEre ScH b PF
fhile Swedish—Seitentied-Hermeldn reported that two miners could supply a
. Bippe * -
+Henmeetyents Furnace, at Hopewell Mark Bird paid five miners, These men
were not designated as miners in their personal account headings, but identiféd
by credits under the "Work and Wage" account, Further, liiners Bell, Hunter, Mc
Leany Shoder and i1 dling mined ore at unstated locationsi neither Hopewell
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nor Jones lines, definitely Bird poroerties,vere mentioned, Finally, these
accounts provide ONLY DAYS OF WORK, not tonnage mined, washed, hauled and
smelted,
)oi

THOMAS BRETL { p 3 ,106) was a part-time miner, earning his livihood by keeping
or filling the firnace, by making charcoal as well as mining a rmonth and 12 days.
e used tobacco moderately, bought unknown {clothing) items from dealers of
the area and corsumed but two pints of nine perice rum and three of whiskey g
durbing 1734, He de%initel‘coaled with Master Collier Thomas Sims, and while he
purchased an axe, he had no credits for woodcuttingesEarning 74241 in unstated %
time, he probably coaled two months, based on earnings of other Sim's colliers.
This coalinag work also explained the blaukei, French pot and skillet which Eell

QRIM TVTHE Riry STIRE,
bonght and rasoldg/'rpdwts from the Furnace founders strongly suggested that
Bell filled or kept the firnace, earning 341641, over 522' through this worke
(¥o Journal wage comparisons for keeping and filling existe) Latery he definite-
ly filled for two tWelve~hour turns, earning 4/6, about o354, He paid »

Shilling, about ,13, for a single day's board at this same times Next, Bell m
earred 1641%,0, about 544, by a"Work and ‘Wages" credite At this unirown job, he
had esrned a ten Shilling wage INCREASE for the last twenty days of the four
months and 15 days credited.{ This pay was for neither filling nor kéeping
since the furnace fourder paid these men in Bird's and into the Brooke and
Buckley period.) Finally, Bell worked at thel’ine for a month and 12 days,

adding 3L 15 for mining an unstated tonnage, This pay was about 9,70 a month ,

or akout 315 for ‘If whole time at the mines.

X MinT. 229, vaEWfR HEVIR/TED Hmm: wWetcoRJoneEsS MINES
- IS VNSTATED,
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time,
In/his coaling =keeping fil ing work cannot be broken into months and days, but

rxxkeazkx at least
Be worked just over six months by stated Journal time accountse e paid for/thtee
pairs of shoes and for tailoring three times, buying ONLY 1 3/4 yards of Duffel
at 10 Shillings a yard, from Bird, His Marital status is unknown and he paid
no taxes, But his flour purchases, 434 pounds, aberaging 843 pounds weeklym was
about half of I"iner Shudere Those for beef, pork and hacon averaged about 1,5
poirds veekly, Cther food purchases included six mackeral at 6 pence each, three
fishy ten pounds of sugar and five of coffees The sixty eight pounds of beef
he ate cost four pence a pound, His total earnings were less than 40 L, about

$106 for the gear, but he dWew cash five times and was near "even" at the

accounts end,

NICHCLAS HUNTER:\§\19, 124) like others bought neifher cloth not clothing, hut

414 need two pairs of shoes. With six quarters( 28 pounds each) of rve and white

floir within a month, he had a family, He %ou@ht a bushel of feed for his horse 1)
N\ s

. N .
in the sare time, He drank rum costing 13 pence a quart and used tobacco moder=

ately, The purchase of 133 pouds of beeé at threes pence and an empty barrel

\,

rear the same time suggest beef corninge He further economized by buying the

/

CFFAL foom the same liopewell butcheping, This gave him all the tallow( candles
and fat lamp supply) head meat, brain, kongue, heart, liver kidneys, stomach

(tripe) and tail, e probably Qw;ed land since his tax was ten Shillings, about

/

$1,30, He earned ex’ra moneyﬁﬁy weaving miné\baskets for a 8hilling each ,
/ ,
Hon=winter mining is sug egted by his work payments, 10 months and 7% days

veary of whici;six moriths was probably earrned at the mine, At

d

in over a
Jourral's end, he was g@out WINE POUNDS AHEAD, about $20, Recall his three pence
beef?

JOHN Mcﬂjﬁ?( p 17, had a family since he purchased three quarters of flour, in
a monthy 28 pounds of pork at six pence, and 29 of beef at 3% perce, Being pdid
641540, almost 518 for two months and 2 days on April 13, 1784 sugcested NO m

mining work in Jamary 1734, Records credit him with No woodcutting pay in this



period, His monthlypay of 3L5 wgs 65 shillings, about $2,50 a monthe His next
wage credit in Teptember suggested a five Shilling a month RAISE,paving him

for 2 months 1 ¢ days at 2 L 10, seventy S8hillinga a monthe A charge for three
bushels of potatoes in April at 36 pence a bushel probably meant that his own
crop was exhausted, In the fall, he washed 76 loads of ora at two Shillinga ga
loadg worked for Master Collier Sims five days and did cut eight cords of wood at
27 pence a cord, Rsused tobacco very moderately, based on his Hnpewell purchases,
and drank but a single quart of whiskey in 17°4, He probably lived near the

only 3% yd linen, no clothing, nor tailoring
mines and boight no shoes,/¥ethyrRrxx¥rikirg from the Hopewell store,

He did draw cash_and spent neqrly 4 pounds at local stores and may have

Pott's mEx
bought from the/ifarwick !Mine stores li¢ Lean was about 12 Pounds "ahead" in
1885, about $23,

PETER SHUDER ( p 29,126\definitely had a family, proven by ‘two entries"Cash to
wife™ and the purchase of dlx quarters of flour( 168 pa;gdg) within a month,
He owned a horde, used tobaccy moderately and bought his sole whiskey, a quart

most of
at 15 pence, near Christmas 1784, As/the other miners had, he bought no cloth ,

clothing nor paid tailor McCormick\through Fird's store, He did buy three
rairs of shoes and a pair of stockingg and bought frgm John Gray, A blanket
lour

at 13 Shillings was the sole house item\goughtg His/purchasescould have been
near N

delivered to him/ak the mine by a returning ore wagon, which probably had kxsmx

Sending one's wife +to the store was also economical, Recall the 12 hr day,

brought his orders to the store./He did NOT ‘earn any extra morey by woodcutting

\
sugzes!ing that all available wood at the two mine tracts of 29 anqbf a hund=-

red acres had already been coaled by Mark Bird, \

Mining pay totaled over nine rodths for 1784, earg g Shuder 35,14,14, ahout $¥
$94, ™lork™, not specified as to tvpe, gave him an additional one month and
seven Jdaysand 5,146, about $1§.5The M-rk Bird month is\hﬁknown, but most

likely was 26 days as used p§ Brooke and P ckley. Schuder\g total earnings
were almost 45 L, ahout %}ié. But Bird owed him over llLi\ifhuder had

|
"saved,abont 201
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Shuder's purchases reflect every worker's life in 1784:

White flour 872 pounds_ my” Salt 12 qt

Rye flour 56 v - o1¥ Veal, 3 pence 4 lbs
Coffee 5 Beef 80 3/4 1bs
Sugar 10 " Pork, % pence Sl lbs
Blanket 1 ea Mackeral 4 ea
Choes 3 pr Forse feed 5 bu,
Stockings 1 pr

Yhether any miner bhought EVERY food item from S&{é is unknown, Based on the

above purchases, Shuder and his family of un nown size, bought on a weekly
LONVES

basis: 1€ pounds‘of flour and 23,1 1bs of heefy pork and veal, For the entire

vear of 1784, he purchased CNLY five pound#of coffee, ten of sugar, twelve

guarts of sald, and five busheld of horse feed, iis statedyearlier, his other

potentizal food sources are unknowne



L};A taxpayiagd
GECRGE WINDLING (p 47, 117) wag a neighboring/farmerf twaomymxxma worked

as a mirer for Mark Bird, Hopewell's blacksmith applied tan shoes for his
horses, r%iaired his plow and upset his hoe, Married, his son worked with him
five morths ardx at an unstated gorke He used tobacco moderately, but bought NO
over $14,
liquor, “hile NO cloth or clothing went on the hooks, purchases of 5,1146/from
#ghn Gray andGeorge Douglass( of Douglassville) may have been clothing and cloth

costing abt 1,23
p rchases char_ed to his Hopewell account, He added a pair of shoes/to his wardrobe

- a Hopewell costing

and/ateaket’ le to his homed LO Sh, abt $1,30, He alsc drew small amounts of

cash and paid his taxes through thefurnace, 14/1, ahout $1,83, Purchases of two

ewpty barrels and 23 quarts of salt were NCT matched by either fish nor meat

purchases, He probably killed pork and beef at hisfarm, He did byy over fifty

pounds of beef( at 4 pence),xmt 170 of pork at 6 and 5 pence) plus 4% pf bacon,

Kis igﬁzgxpuxzhaxes "is weekly white flour purchases totaled 2122 pounds plus

154 of rye and 112 nonds of Indian{corn) meal, These sugzest a fanily bevond

a wife and son. He also bought 17 of sugar and five of coffee,

As a miner 4 he worked six months and five days, earning 25,9,11, about $664,50,

He and his sonunder "Work and Vages" earned 18,1141 for just over five months

over $48 more.

at an unstated joh{ He did NOT cut any wood. Windling then worked just over

11 morths in 1284 and saved about 1.,9,4%, BxEx about $3,87, Reca’l he drew cash,
ac-ounts

charged/to other mercharts, and paid his taxesy and his beef cost him four pence
a pound,
NO ORE TOTAL AVAILABLE

While the Record lists at least five miners, NO ore consumption figures are

in the account,Vo is there any hint on the amount of ore mined by the day,



